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SafetyVans are significantly safer and they’re 
available now. 

Not all fifteen 15-passenger vans are the same! The General Motors full size Chevrolet 
Express and GMC Savana Passenger vans are unique in that they are built on an extended 
wheelbase platform of 155”. The majority of the vehicle and passenger weight is distributed 
between the front and rear axles. This produces a much more stable and safer driving 
situation, regardless if the vehicle is fully occupied or if only the driver is onboard.

The advantage of this longer wheelbase is well illustrated in the GM “Van Safety Video” 
which graphically illustrates how the longer 155” wheelbase (WB) and the GM exclusive 
“Stabilitrak®” - standard on all GM passenger vans - assist the driver in maintaining control 
under a variety of adverse driving conditions, including ice and snow.

By contrast, Ford and Dodge vans are built on relatively short wheelbases. The Ford Club 
Wagons have historically utilized the 138” WB up to, and including the current 2010 model 
year! The earlier model Dodge Maxiwagons have used the even shorter 127” WB, up to 
model year 2002 when they were discontinued. Balanced (or more correctly, unbalanced) 
on a relatively short wheelbase, they suffer from an exaggerated overhang behind the rear 
axle. This design produces a pendulum effect whenever the vehicle is put into emergency 
evasion and/or recovery maneuvers.

A careful study of the driving performance and safety record of the GM, Ford and Dodge full 
size vans over the past 20 years will substantiate this important fact: Longer wheelbase 
GM passenger vans have rarely been cited in recorded van crashes. Again, by 
contrast, the Ford and Dodge vans do not share this enviable record. It’s interesting to note 
that, historically, neither the statistical data (the source of numerous studies… including 
those by responsible government agencies) nor the anecdotal media reports attempt to 
make any distinction between the make or model (or wheelbase) of the accident vehicles 
and are generally content to record the vehicles only as “15 passenger vans” - which 
completely masks the historical performance of the separate makes and models.
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By our estimates, less than 5% of severe accidents during the 20-year period sited 
GM long wheelbase van involvement.

Note: It’s reasonable to suspect that the unequal weight distribution behind the rear 
axle of both Ford and Dodge, creating a “pendulum effect” is, at the very least, a major 
contributing factor. The Dodge Maxiwagon (produced from 1998 - 2002) had 6 feet 
of overhang behind the rear axle! The extended body Ford Club Wagon, currently in 
production has 5 feet of overhang.

Although the majority of the studies to date are based on generalized data usually involving 
the shorter wheelbase Ford and Dodges (again, with no distinction being made about 
make, model or wheel base), they have guided government efforts to raise awareness of 
the dangers of the “15-passenger” vans; including a highway administration public 
education campaign unveiled in 2008 and aimed at schools, sports organizations and 
churches. The campaign urges the use of experienced drivers and mandatory seat belts. 
 
The current campaign reminds drivers and passengers that the best protection is to always 
“wear your seat belt”. The campaign also stresses that some vans tend to roll over when 
loaded with passengers because their weight and position raise the center of gravity.

Summary
As a result of well meaning but greatly generalized reports and studies of “15 passenger 
vans”, some equally well meaning people are accepting without question, that all vans are 
inherently dangerous when carrying more than 10 passengers and that all vans are the 
same… a conclusion about as valid as “All cars with four wheels perform the same.”

When it comes to “High-Occupancy Vans” today:
There is just no comparison to General Motors’ passenger van design and 
construction.

Today, eight years after the original referenced study, with data now as much as 20 years 
old, a host of General Motors Crash Avoidance and Crash Protection features are 
built into every 155” WB passenger van. There is simply no comparison to the current 
and competing vehicles for “high occupancy transportation.” 

GM Crash Avoidance features 

Stabilitrak® Traction Control - Designed to monitor numerous factors, such as steering 
angle, and automatically intervene when the system senses the vehicle is not adequately 
responding to driver input.

ABS Brakes - 4 wheel antilock, 4-wheel disc

Day Time Running Headlamps, dual composite halogen

Tire Pressure Monitoring System - If a tire is over or under-inflated, the system will 
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notify the driver.

Driver-Side-View convex mirrors - offer drivers a better rear field of view. 

GM Built-in Crash Protection features:

Head Curtain Side Air Bags - GM segment-exclusive standard head-curtain side air bags 
(Standard since 2008) help reduce the risk of injury to outboard occupants in certain types 
of side collisions and rollovers. 

Dual Front Air bags – help reduce injuries to the driver and front passenger in the event 
of a frontal collision.

Steel Safety Cage - Reinforcing the floor, body sills, and roof pillars, the safety cage 
surrounds and protects the entire passenger compartment.

Enhanced Technology Glass - Rear-most side windows; 3-layer glass is designed to help 
reduce the risk of occupant ejection during an accident.

The SafetyVan Up-fitted Solution

Reinforced Roof Protection – Specially designed, weight-bearing fiberglass

Individual Seat Belts – Ergonomically designed individual 3-Point belt system

Passenger Safety Floor Grid - SafetyVan’s unique flooring system provides a broad choice 
of floor plans and provides an almost indestructible anchor for each seat position.

SafetyVans go the “extra mile” - GM handles crash avoidance and crash protection while 
SafetyVans builds in additional crash protection features, passenger comfort enhancements 
and floorplan flexibility allowing users to accommodate their individual seating requirements

Today, vans are popular with schools and sports organizations because:
1. They are more versatile than a bus.
2. They are much easier to drive.
3. They are far more economical to own and operate.
4. They don’t require a Commercial Driver’s License. 

About 4 years ago a project was started with the objective of producing an affordable, ultra 
safe “High Occupancy” van that could be used by churches, van pools, shuttle operations, 
universities and others; a vehicle that could qualify as one of the safest modes of travel for 
small groups (up to a maximum of 15).

The premise was to build a vehicle that provided the greatest passenger protection without 
compromising affordability, drivability, economy and comfort… the result was the SafetyVan.
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The SafetyVan High-Capacity Van Solution

To address the powerful forces experienced in a rollover incident, SafetyVan tackled the 
problem with three highly effective solutions: (1) a longer wheel-based chassis, (2) a 
reinforced roof and (3) individual seating with three-point lap and shoulder belts - secured 
to a specially designed safety sub-floor.

The result is a vehicle that is both eminently safe and luxuriously comfortable. The high-
capacity van has now become the sound transportation solution it was meant to be. To 
make certain that the SafetyVan would meet the FMVSS safety standards and provide a 
fully insurable vehicle required addressing two fundamental issues: accident avoidance and 
accident survival. SafetyVan offers three critical solutions.

1. Proper Weight Distribution

First and perhaps foremost, 
the wheelbase of the 
SafetyVan is a full 155” that 
provides the most significant 
factor in accident avoidance. 
Historically, as noted earlier, 
van products from Ford and 
Dodge relied on shorter 
wheelbases to which were 
mounted longer van bodies 
– which in turn necessitated 
excessive overhang behind 
the rear axles. The weight 
distribution in this scenario 
extends beyond the rear 
axle and loss of stability is 
encountered when forward 
momentum is rapidly altered. 
Added to this dynamic is a 
somewhat higher center of 
gravity. At freeway speeds 
the resulting fishtailing or 
pendulum effect is difficult 
to prevent or correct once 
underway. A rollover is one 
of the potential results. A 
longer wheelbase and minimal 
overhang help correct the 
problem by keeping weight 
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distribution between the axles, where it belongs.

2. Roof Reinforcement

The SafetyVan upgrades begin with a unique Fiberglass Roof Reinforcement that enables 
the SafetyVan to substantially exceed the requirements of FMVSS 220 (School Bus Roll Over 
Standard)… This enhancement provides a strong deterrent to roof crush or cabin collapse in 
some of the most severe situations.

Note: The design and construction enhancements of the SafetyVan come at a 
minimal cost, but, the concept is based on the solid and simple premise: “no 
matter the type or severity of an accident, when the passenger remains belted 
into his/her seat, the seat stays in its designed position in the vehicle and the 
vehicle does not collapse unacceptably into the passenger seating area, the 
chances of avoiding injury are greatly increased and the exposure to severe 
injuries is greatly decreased”.

3. Individual Seating with Lap and Shoulder Belts
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To complete the qualifications for “one of the safest vehicles in production” the SafetyVan 
features FMVSS 207 and 210 compliant high-back individual passenger seats with integrated 
lap and shoulder belts. During compliance testing at the C.E. White Test Laboratories in New 
Washington, Ohio, the 1st position 3-passenger seat and frame assembly was subjected to 
forces exceeding 21,000 lbs (10 ½ tons!) with neither separation of the lap or shoulder belts 
from the seats, nor the seats from the floor structure.
The reason: the seats in the SafetyVan are anchored to a structural steel floor grid “a 
unique passenger protection system”. 

The SafetyVan, built exclusively on the GM Chevy Express and GM Savana 
passenger vans, offers the safest possible solution to the need for low-cost, high-
capacity passenger vans on the market today.
A Few Recommended Van Safety Tips:

Driving the SafetyVan is a pleasure. It’s capable of providing years of service and 
performance especially when maintained and well cared for. Because the SafetyVan is built 
on such a remarkable factory platform, warranties and service agreements are usually 
accommodated at local dealerships. The heavy-duty SafetyVan chassis will stand up to most 
road punishment with ease. But like any vehicle, regular maintenance is strongly advised. 
Follow the factory recommended maintenance schedules for oil changes, lubrication, filter 
replacement and tire rotations.

Be especially vigilant with keeping the tires of your SafetyVan properly inflated and replace 
tires when wear limits are reached. With GM’s tire monitoring feature on 2008 vehicles and 
newer, the driver is informed when tire pressure is below factory specs. Learn what tire 
pressures should be when operating your Safety when loaded or empty. 

It’s a good idea to perform an often over-looked maintenance procedure: keeping the 
headlight covers clean and polished. 

Any vehicle should not be operated overloaded – including the SafetyVan. Never transport 
anyone who cannot be seated and belted in. Avoid exceeding the maximum weight. Be 
certain all stowed luggage and equipment is firmly secured.

Following these basic safety tips, the SafetyVan is ready to perform dependable service for 
many years to come.

SafetyVans, LLC • 14133 Pennsylvania Avenue, Hagerstown, MD 21742 • 888-951-9111 • 
www.safetyvans.com


